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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

No benevolent poop-fairies in Carp
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To the editor:

While taking my dog for a walk around the Carp fair-
grounds, I was dismayed to see two plastic bags of  dog poop 
left on the ground by the side of  a path.

I wonder who these dog owners think is going to come 
by and pick up what they have left – a benevolent poop-fairy 
who will whisk it away by magic?

I have seen the same thing left on the streets, next to 
people’s front yards, and am amazed that anyone would 

think this is acceptable.
It is no one’s responsibility but the dog owner’s to deal 

with this appropriately, preferably by taking the bag home 
and disposing of  its contents in the toilet.

We are lucky to have the fairgrounds in Carp, where we 
can exercise our dogs and let them run free.

Let’s not regard the area as a dumping ground, but 
instead respect it as the privilege it is, or we may lose it. 

Marion Pogson, Carp

SWEET SPRING IS HERE

Photo by Derek Dunn
A hungry customer awaits his order at Andrea and Joe’s french fry truck in Carp the day after opening last week. The Sweet 

Potato punches far above its weight by offering a Canada Day concert and donating funds to various charities.

Crozier family 
deserves applause

Dylan, Jordan and Eric Crozier, along with 
their parents Kim and Perry, are to be commended 
for sticking to their convictions, seeing a process 
through to the end, and – hopefully – effecting 
change for the benefit of  all.

We list Dylan first in this commentary for a 
very important reason. Dylan is the youngest in 
the Crozier clan. Like all kids he struggles a little 
to etch out his individuality.

Having his older brother, Jordan, join him on 
his hockey team hasn’t been the easiest thing in 
the world. But he understands that sometimes you 
make sacrifices for family. Sometimes you repeat 
the song: He ain’t heavy. He’s my brother.

This year Jordan was granted the right to play 
in a hockey tournament for a team with kids 
younger than himself. It doesn’t sound like a big 
deal. But anyone remotely aware of  the passion 
hockey generates in most Canadians understands 
that making a exception to a crucial rule is big. It’s 
very big.

However, the decision is the right one. Hockey is 
a game. The relationships it forms? That’s life. 

Jordan deserves to have as normal a life as pos-
sible. It’s good for him, good for his family, good for 
our community. 

“It’s like a big family,” Kim said, regarding the 
West Carleton Minor Hockey Association. True. 
And family sticks together. Good job, WCMHA.

Water issues complex, but need discussing
To the editor:

Water is once again in the news.  
Last week, two interesting stories 
made it into the local media.  The first 
one was where city council voted  for 
the expenditure of  $1.1 million on 
a program to promote ‘world class 
drinking water’ in and to the citizens 
of  Ottawa.  This, at its fundamental 
level, is aimed to promote the usage 
of  “City provided” water.  The second 
issue relates to the fact that water 
rates are going up because of  lower 
consumption rates.

Both issues are more complex than 
they seem on the surface.  Those of  
us who live in rural areas, not ser-
viced by city sewer and water services 
are responsible for the installation 
and maintenance of  our own ‘infra-
structure’.  We pay to get our septic 

tanks installed and pumped as well as 
getting our own wells drilled and if  
required, the water filtered, treated or 
conditioned.  

Some of   us even pay for the opera-
tion of  sump pumps to keep the water 
out of  our basements! Should we have 
to pay an equal amount to that of  an 
urban water user  on an annual basis?  
I would say definitely not.  Should 
homeowners have a flat annual water 
tax of  say $50 per household to sup-
port infrastructure renewal applied 
across the board regardless of  usage 
– absolutely. 

I would expect the urban council-
lors to support my proposal for simi-
lar flat fee increase in Para Transpo 
tax rates to make its  user cost equal 
throughout the city ($3.25/$4.25 per 
one way trip) and not disproportion-
ate in rural areas (up to $18.50 per one 

way trip.)  Lets try to keep the playing 
field level for all.

The water and sewer rate changes 
are due, at least in part to the reduced 
water consumption by the city.  Any 
number of  contributing factors may 
have caused this, be it the rainy cool 
summer, the success of  the water con-
servation program being just two fac-
tors.  

The net result was that in February 
of  this year, council was advised that 
water consumption was down by over 
6 per cent and the associated revenue 
was down by $16 million.  Certainly 
the consumption rate of  water is vari-
able, but the city also has a lot of  his-
torical data to identify those trends.  
The city also had implemented the 
water conservation program.  

See WHO page 7
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A CHILDREN’S  AND MATERNIT Y BOUTIQUE 

Kanata Centrum Plaza

613.963.0711                                                          www.bellylaughs.ca

Store Hours
Monday to Friday  10-8

Saturday 9-6
Sunday 12-5

613.963.0711&
Belly,BABY

Beyond 

Baby Slings & Carriers
Cloth Diapers & Workshops
Baby & Toddler Toys
Nursing Bras, Supplies 
Unique Gifts & 
Keepsakes

We RENT Hospital Grade 
Breast Pumps!

LAUGHSBelly
The Best Selection of Brand 

Name Clothing on Consignment!
              Children & Maternity

384654

www.rickassociates.com

W. John Rick
Tel: (613) 592-0088

e-mail: jrick@rickassociates.com
591 March Road, Suite 106 Kanata, ON  K2K 2M5

Serving our community since 1987 in the areas of:
 • Business law  • Real estate 
 • Wills and Estates • Environmental law
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42

www.kanatasailingclub.com
373375

** Open House **** Open House **
April 24th,April 24th, 

12:00pm12:00pm

20 Shirley’s Brook Dr., Kanata,ON

RSVP - 613-591-8939

Chartwell Kanata
Retirement Residence

SPRINGTIME COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS

Tuesday, April 20 • 7am - 10am  
We cordially invite our business associates and

neighbours, our health care professionals and care
takers to join us for a Breakfast Buffet. 

38
32

93

613.270.8200

Patrick Smith
Broker

Tillie Bastien
Sales Rep.

613.832.2079

Garry Bastien
Sales Rep.

613.832.2079

380562 www.the–bastiens.comwww.the–bastiens.com

Constance Bay - $169,900
1091 Bayview Grasshopper

Great corner lot w/ river view. 2 bedrm 
w/att dbl garage. Natural gas at street. 
Wood ffpl in spacious livngrm w/ river 
view. Offi ce & loft area above garage. 
Geat for starters or investor

www.the-bastiens.com
Garry & Tillie Bastien 
832-2079/ 832-8200

Waterfront $189,900
222 Moorhead, Fitzroy

Instant enjoyment! 3 season cottage 
30 mins to Kanata. 2 bedrm & det. 

bunkhouse. After work come & enjoy 
a barbeque on the deck & catch the 
beautiful sunsets. Quiet cul-de-sac. 

Walk to Prov park for forest trails etc. 
Garry & Tillie Bastien 

832-2079
www.the-bastiens.com

Lawn Maintenance, Commercial and Residential, 
Interlock Walkways, Retaining Walls, Tree & Brush 

Removal, Top Soil, Sand, Gravel.

Bob Cats - Mini Excavators, 20 Ton Excavator
& Backhoe Rentals Triaxle Dump Trucks Commercial

& Residential, Septic Systems

613-229-9977

343050

Specializing
in Interlock 
& Retaining 

WallsJason’sJason’s
Landscaping

Continued from page 4 

Who was monitor-
ing the change, even on 
a monthly trend level 
of  the actual received 
revenue over projected?  
Let’s not assume that the 
change happened right 
at the end of  the report-
ing period either as it 
would have necessitated 
the city to have not used 
any water for about three 
weeks.  Somebody, some-
where dropped the ball, 
or perhaps water bucket 
is a more suitable term.

 Now in 2010, the city 
wants us to drink water 
from the tap.   Those of  
us who live with well 
water deal with it as we chose to.  The 
City’s study points out that 25 per cent 
of  a surveys respondents had cleanli-
ness concerns about public fountains.  
Does this mean the quality of  the 
water or the fact that the last person 
who used it stuck their chewing gum 
into the spout??  

Having Ottawatermobiles won’t 
solve the later concern.  Should the 
City give away “City of  Ottawa” refill-
able bottles – no.  Should they sell 
them on a full cost recovery or a cost 
recovery plus a couple dollars basis– 
again, absolutely, sign me up for two 
of  them.

This survey states that about 70 
percent of  the 701 who responded were 
happy with the quality of  their water.  
One answer I have not found out as 
of  writing this is how many of  the 
respondents were in Rural Ottawa, ie 
not on City sewer and water?  

The City has a well defined require-
ment for the quality of  water that 
must be provided to residents.  City 
staff  do an admirable job in meeting 
or exceeding those requirements.  The 
City’s “Water” webpage states that: 

•  ”During 2007, the Britannia and 
Lemieux Island Water Purifications 
plants treated an average of  301 mil-
lion litres of  drinking water each day. 
During the year 100,000 water qual-
ity tests were performed on drinking 
water samples, covering 300 catego-

ries. The results con-
sistently demonstrate 
that Ottawa residents 
receive high qual-
ity drinking water 
that meets, or is bet-
ter than all federal 
and provincial stan-
dards.”

Another City web-
page is titled: “Otta-
wa’s Drinking Water 
Q u a l i t y 
Rated as 
Exception-
al”.  We 
are not the 
Walkerton 
of  Eastern 
Ontario.

What is 
needed at 

City Hall is a Project Con-
trol Office which will pro-
vide council with advance 
warning of  over runs, 
under runs, unexpected 
activities on projects and 
programs both accurately 
and more importantly in 
a timely manner.  Further, 
in an effort to save some of  
the $366,000 that is going 
to be spent on advertiz-
ing how good the water 
is, City Councillors could 
use their advertisements, 
columns, websites paid for 
with our tax dollars as part 
of  each Councillors over 
$200k annual budget to 
point these facts out and 
identify where to go to get 
informed.  

How many have or had 
identified the Brita Filter-
ForGood event in the Mar-
ket on  April 17 where Brita 
is giving away free filters 
and bottles to help reduce 
the use of   bottled water?

I, at least until Decem-
ber 1, 2010 will have to uti-
lize other methods, such as 
this, to tell people that a 
good start on things you 
need to know about water 
quality is available by dial-

ing 3-1-1 or going to www.ottawa.ca/
water.

Alexander Aronec
Ward 5 candidate

 
Editor’s note: Alexander Aronec 

lives in Old South March. Incorrect 
information appeared in the Feb. 18, 
2010 story ‘Election Ready’. The West 
Carleton Review regrets any confu-
sion that may have followed.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, continued

Who at city hall dropped 
the bucket of water?

ALEXANDER ARONEC


